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INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT STATISTICS, QUEENSLAND, 1971-72 


Details of industrial accidents, as shown in this bulletin for 1 
were extracted from claims for workers' compensation finalised, or becoming fhree 
years old, during the year 1971-72. They do not refer to accidents actually 
occurring within that period. This should be borne in mind if comparisons with 
earlier periods are attempted. For further explanatory notes and definitions, 
see page 2. 


During 1971-72, 42,622 claims for work injuries were finalised. These 
claims covered 832,202 days of lost time through temporary disability, in 
addition to 77 fatalities and 791 cases of permanent injury. 


Males were involved in 38,849 cases of work injuries which resulted in 
76 fatalities, 737 cases of permanent disability, and 38,036 cases of temporary 
disability. These latter cases caused 756,878 days of lost time, or an average 
of 19.9 days per case of temporary disability. 


Work injuries to females (4,773) resulted in 1 fatality and 54 cases 
of permanent disability, and 3,718 cases of temporary disability. The temporary 
disability cases resulted in a loss of 75,342 days, or an average of 20.3 days per 
case. 


Of the 756,878 days lost by males through temporary disability injuries, 
the type of accident resulting in the greatest loss was over-exertion or strenuous 
movement, with 215,393 days of lost time. For this type of accident an average 
loss of time of 25.0 days per injury was recorded. Stepping on, striking, or 
being struck by objects resulted in a loss of 175,922 days, with an average of 
13.2 days of lost time per injury; and falls of persons accounted for a loss of 
167,660 days, or 28.5 days per injury. A high proportion of the total days lost 
by females was also attributable to these three types of accidents. 


In addition to claims for work injuries, 1,246 claims were finalised 
in 1971-72 for occupational diseases. These claims covered 33,876 days of lost 
time through temporary disability, in addition to 46 fatalities and 111 cases of 
permanent disability. All but 2 of the fatalities resulted from diseases of the 
circulatory system. Of all occupational disease claims finalised, 588, or 
47 per cent, were for diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue. 


F. W. SAYER 
DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 
AND GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN 


420-330 Adelaide Street, 
BRISBANE 4000 


23 January 1973 


Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made by telephoning 
Brisbane 31 3281, Extension 22. 


Explanatory Notes 


In Queensland, workers' compensation insurance is confined solely to 
the State Government Insurance Office. An employer, by a policy with that Office 
issued under "The Workers’ Compensation Acts, 1916 to 1966", indemnifies himself 
against all sums for which, in respect of injury to any worker employed by him, 
he may become legally liable by way of compensation or damages in relation to 
that injury. Claims made on the State Government Insurance Office are therefore 
the sole source of information on compensative industrial accidents. 


Self-employed persons are not obliged to insure, hence a number of 
accidents to workers in primary industry and in the professions etc. are not 
recorded, Also, members of the Police Force and the Commonwealth Public Service 
including the P.M.G.'s Department, are excluded by the provisions of the Act, 
and coverage is thereby restricted in the administrative and communications 
industries, 


By definition, the scope of the collection is limited to include only 
those injured employees who lost at least a full shift from work as a result of 
an accident. Accidents occurring during recess periods or on journeys to or fro 
work are not classified as industrial accidents, but some details of such 
accidents are presented in Table 16. In addition, details of persons who were 
compensated for a disease arising out of work or the working environment appear 
in Tables 14, 15, and 16. Cases of occupational diseases precipitated or aggra- 
vated by some accidental event are classified to the antecedent work injury 
rather than to the disease. 


An Industrial Accident is defined as any compensated work injury or a 
compensated occupational disease causing death or permanent disability, or the | 
temporary disability of the injured person during the entire interval corres- | 
ponding to the hours of his or her regular shift on any one or more calendar day 
subsequent to the date of the injury. 


Fatal injuries or diseases are so classified regardless of the time 
intervening between injury, or contraction of the disease, and death, providing 
that death occurs within three years of the intimation of the claim. 


Permanent Disability is an injury or disease which does not cause 
death but results in the complete loss or loss of use of any member or part of a 
member of the body, or any permanent impairment of functions of the body or part 
thereof. 


Temporary Disability is an injury or disease which does not result in 
death or permanent impairment, but renders the injured person unable to perform 
a regularly established job during the entire time interval corresponding to the 
hours of a full, regular shift. . 


Duration of Temporary Disability refers to the number of calendar days 


lost rather than to the actual number of working days lost. 
Type of Accident is the event which directly resulted in the injury 


(i.e. the manner in which contact was made between the injured person and the 
object or substance causing the injury). 


Agency Related to the Accident is the agency (i.e. working environment, 
production equipment, animal, etc. ) which, because of its hazardous nature or 


condition, precipitated the event designated as the accident. 


Table 3 - Work Injuries: Type of Accident by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, 1971-72 


Extent of disability Duration of temporary disability 
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uck by falling objects 
pping on, striking, or 
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Farts of persons 

Strick by falling objects 

Stepping on, striking, or 
struck by, objects 

Caught in, or between, objects 

Over-exertion or strenuous 
movement 


Exposure to, or contact with, 
extreme temperature 

Exposure to, or contact with, 
electric current xe 

Exposure to, or contact with, 
harmful substances 

Other types 


Table 4 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Nature of Injury, 1971-72 


Nature of injury 


Occupation group 


All injuries 
Fractures, 
dislocations 
Sprains, 
Internal 
injuries 
Amputations 
Lacerations, 
open wounds 
Superficial 
injuries 
Contusions, 
bruisings 
injuries 


Total a . 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Salesmen oe oe 

Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 

Miners and quarrymen ve 

Road transport workers 


Electricians and related elec- 
trical workers .. ee 

Metal tradesmen, process workers 

Carpenters and other woodworking 
occupations Ae oe 

Painters and decorators 

Bricklayers and other construc- 
tion workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators : 

Waterside workers, freight 
handlers se oe 

Labourers n.e.i, se 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers 3 

Other occupations .. 


Total ah 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Sales workers : 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, 
etc. os 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers .. 

Metal process workers 


oe 


Food and beverage workers 

Other production process workers 
NeCole ae ae 

Packers, labellers, etc. 

Service industry and recreation 
workers ve 

Other occupations . 


a Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons, effects of electric currents, and exposure to weather. 


Table 5 - Work Injuries: Type of Accident by Nature of Injury, 1971-72 


Type of accident 


Total 

Falls of persons 

Struck by falling objects 

Stepping on, striking, or 
struck by, objects 

Caught in, or between, objects 

Over-exertion or strenuous 
movement ae 


Exposure to, or contact with, 
extreme temperature 
Exposure to, or contact with, 


electric current 

Exposure to, or contact with, 
harmful substances 

Other types 


Total és 
Falls of persons .. 
Struck by falling objects 
Stepping on, striking, or 
struck by, objects 


Caught in, or between, objects 


Over-exertion or strenuous 
movement 


Exposure to, or contact with, 
extreme temperature 

Exposure to, or contact with, 
electric current 

Exposure to, or contact with, 
harmful substances 

Other types 


All injuries 


Fractures, 


dislocations 


Sprains, 


a Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons, effects 


Nature of injury 


Internal 
injuries 
Amputations 
Lacerations, 
open wounds 
Superficial 
injuries 
Contusions, 
bruisings 


of electric currents, and exposure to weather. 


injuries 


Table 6 - Work Injuries: Agency Related to the Accident by Nature of Injury, 1971-72 


Nature of injury 


Agency related to the accident 


All injuries 
Fractures, 
dislocations 
Internal 
injuries 
Amputati ons 
Lacerations, 
open wounds 
Superficial 
injuries 
Contusions, 
bruisings 
injuries? 


Total AP rsp 
Metal- and wood-working machines 
Other machines 

Lifting equipment .. 

Installed equipment Pe 
Hand tools and movable equipment 


Means of transport Ag 

Materials, substances, and 
radiation we se 

Indoor working environment we 

Outdoor and underground working 
environment 

Objects 

Other agencies 


Total Xe aC 
Metal- and wood-working machines 
Other machines .. 
Lifting equipment .. 
Installed equipment 
Hand tools and movable equipment 


Means of transport oe 

Materials, substances, and 
radiation ws 

Indoor working environment AC 

Outdoor and underground working 
environment 

Objects 

Other agencies 


a Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons, effects of electric currents, and exposure to weather. 
b For example, crates, logs, protruding stakes, etc. 


Table 7 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Type of Accident, 1971-72 
Type of accident 


Industry group 


Total Ae 

Primary production 

Mining and quarrying 

Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 

Metal refining and products 
Machinery and general engineering 


Meat and fish processing as 

Other food and drink processing 

Sawmilling and wood products 

Preparation of skins and leather 
goods manufacturing 

Rubber goods manufacturing 


Other manufacturing 

Electricity and gas 

Water supply and sewerage 
Building construction and repairs 
Other construction works ae 


Road transport 

Other transport and storage 
Commerce and finance 

Community and business services 
Amusement and personal services 
Other industries .. 


Total ae 

Primary production 

Metal refining and products, 
general engineering 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing 

Meat and fish processing 


Jam making, fruit and vegetable 
canning ae we 

Other food and drink processing 

Printing, packaging, etc. manu- 
facturing aie 

Other manufacturing 

Commerce and finance 


Health, hospitals, etc. 

Other community etc. services .. 

Hotels, boarding houses, restaur- 
ants, etc. ae ae 

Amusement and personal services 

Other industries .. 


All injuries 


Struck by 
falling 
objects 
Stepping on, 
striking, or 
struck by, 
objects 
Caught in, or 
between, 
Over-exertion 
or strenuous 
movement 


temperatures 


Electric 


substances or 
radiation 


Other types 


Table 8 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Type of Accident, 1971-72 


Type of accident 


Occupation group 


Total .. ale 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Salesmen ee Ac 

Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 

Miners and quarrymen 

Road transport workers ae 


Electricians and related electrical 
workers oe oe 

Metal tradesmen, process workers 

Carpenters and other woodworking 
occupations Ar ae 

Painters and decorators 

Bricklayers and other construction 
workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators sie 50 

Waterside workers, freight handlers 

Labourers n.e.i. 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers Ac 

Other occupations .. 


Total .. ae 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Sales workers ee 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, etc. 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers 

Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Other production process workers 
NeCele ae 

Packers, labellers, etc. 

Service industry and recreation 
workers 

Other occupations 


All injuries 


yy 


striking, or 
struck b 


Caught in, or 
between, 


Over-exertion 
or strenuous 


movement 


temperatures 


Electric 


Harmful 


substances or 
radiation 


Other types 
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Table 9 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Agency Related to the Accident, 1971-72 


Agency related to the accident 
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Other agencies 
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Total fe 46 984 1,344 | 2,002 } 2,309 |11,800 | 2,484 


Metal- and 
wood-working 
machines 
equipment 
Hand tools, 
movable 
equipment 
transport 
Materials 
substance 
Outdoor and 
underground 
environment 
Objects4 


Primary production 
Mining and quarrying - 
Cement, bricks, glass, etc. .. 
Metal refining and products .. 
Machinery and general engineering 
Meat and fish processing 
Other food and drink processing 
Sawmilling and wood products 
Preparation of skins and leather 
goods manufacturing ar 
Rubber goods manufacturing 
Other manufacturing oe 
Electricity and gas ae 
Water supply and sewerage 
Building construction and repairs 
Other construction works 
Road transport 
Other transport and storage 
Commerce and finance AC 
Community and business services 
Amusement and personal services 
Other industries 


Total ae 

Primary production 

Metal refining and products, 
general engineering 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing 

Meat and fish processing 

Jam making, fruit and vegetable 
canning se ae 

Other food and drink processing 

Printing, packaging, etc. manu- 
facturing are AC 

Other manufacturing 

Commerce and finance 

Health, hospitals, etc. 

Other community etc. services 

Hotels, boarding houses, res- 
taurants, etc. .. AO 

Amusement and personal services 

Other industries 


a For example, crates, logs, protruding stakes, etc. 
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Table 10 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Bodily Location of Injury, 1971-72 


Bodily location of injury 
| 


Trunk 


Occupation group 


All injuries 
Other locations 


Other 
Hip to 
ankle 
Other 


totale te. oe 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Salesmen “s Ae 

Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 

Miners and quarrymen 

Road transport workers ae 


Electricians and related electrical 
workers Nc 

Metal tradesmen, process workers 

Carpenters and other woodworking 
occupations 

Painters and decorators 

Bricklayers and other cont PuRtien 

workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators ae 

Waterside workers, freight handiars 

Labourers n.e.i. 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers 

Other occupations 


Motali 

Professional, minajenials and 
clerical workers 

Sales workers 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, ates 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers 

Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers ae 

Other production process workers 
NeGei. fe: 

Packers, labellers, etc. os 

Service industry and recreation 
workers ap me 

Other occupations .. aa 


Table 11 - Work Injuries: Time of Day by Day of Week on which Accident Occurred, 1971-72 


y ee 


Males 


Total 
12.30 a.m. 
6.30 a.m. 
7.30 am. 
8.30 a.m, 
9.30 a.m. 
10.30 a.m, 
11.30 a.m, 
12.30 p.m. 
1.30 psm. 
2.30 p.m, 
3.30 p.m. 
4,30 pom. 
5.30 p.m. 
6.30 p.m. 
7.30 pom. 
Not stated 


Total 
12.30 a.m. 
6.30 a.m. 
1230) asm. 
8.30 a.m. 
9.30 a.m, 
10.30 a.m, 
11.30 a.m. 
12.30 p.m. 
1.30 p.m. 
2.30 pom. 
3.30 pom. 
4,30 p.m. 
5.30 p.m. 
6.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
Not stated 


Table 12 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Age Group of Worker Injured, 1971-72 


Industry group digs 
juries ae 15-19 120-24 | 25-34 | 35-44 | 45-54 | 55-64 


Jotal + 

Primary production 

Mining and quarrying os 

Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 

Metal refining and products 

Machinery and general engineering 

Meat and fish processing .. 

Other food and drink processing 

Sawmilling and wood products ss 

Preparation of skins and leather goods 
manufacturing ap 

Rubber goods manufacturing 

Other manufacturing 

Electricity and gas 

Water supply and sewerage .. 

Building construction, repairs 

Other construction works .. 

Road transport wa 

Other transport and storage 

Commerce and finance 

Community and business services 

Amusement and personal services 

Other industries 


Total ee 

Primary production on 

Metal refining and products, general 
engineering .. a6 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing 

Meat and fish processing .. ‘ 

Jam making, fruit and vegetable canning 

Other food and drink processing ; 

Printing, packaging, etc. manufacturing 

Other manufacturing HS 

Commerce and finance A 

Health, hospitals, etc. 

Other community etc, services 

Hotels, boarding houses, restaurants, etc. 

Amusement and personal services 

Other industries ar 


«* 
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Table 1 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, 1971-72 


Extent of Extent of disability | Duration of temporary oe ae 


Ne | eee ee ° 15 days}|Over 4 | Days lost | lost 
naa anent |porary | days BOs LS se he Total Average 
Mult ne 4 weeks|6 mths Average 


Industry group 


Total : 
Primary production 

Mining and quarrying 

Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 

Metal refining and products 
Machinery and general engineering 


Meat and fish processing 

Other food and drink processing 

Sawmilling and wood products 

Preparation of skins and leather 
goods manufacturing 

Rubber goods manufacturing 


Other manufacturing 
Electricity and gas 
Water supply and sewerage 

Building construction and repairs 
Other construction works 


=> 
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Road transport 
Other transport and storage 

Commerce and finance ss 
Community and business services 
Amusement and personal services 
Other industries 


Jotal F 

Primary reduction 

Metal refining and products, 
general engineering 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing 

Meat and fish processing 


Jam making, fruit and aes 
canning Z 
Other food and dane processing 
Printing, packaging, etc. manu- 
facturing 3 
Other manufacturing 
Commerce and finance 


Health, hospitals, etc. 
Other community etc. services 
Hotels, boarding houses, res- 
taurants, etc. , 
Amusement and personal services 
Other industries 


Table 2 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, 1971-72 


Extent of disability Duration of temporary disability 
F 


aa Perm-} Tem- |1 to 7 oe fe days) Cues Over g|__Days lost _| 
anens [porary | days: Vays |d owecksiGmthe |r 


Males 


Occupation group 


Total ie 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Salesmen hes ae 

Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 

Miners and quarrymen 

Road transport workers 


Electricians and related elec- 
trical workers ae 

Metal tradesmen, process workers 

Carpenters and other woodworking 
occupations 

Painters and decorators 

Bricklayers and other construc- 

tion workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators 

Waterside workers, freight 
handlers 

Labourers n.e.i. ae 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers 

Other occupations 


Total te 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Sales workers AG 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, 
etc. oe 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers BS 

Metal process workers a} 


Food and beverage workers 

Other production process workers 
n.e.i. - 

Packers, labellers, etc. 

Service industry and recreation 
workers Se oe 

Other occupations 


Table 13 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Statistical Division, 1971-72 


Statistical Division 


Industry group 


All injuries 
Brisbane 


Total oe es 

Primary production Se 

Mining and quarrying .. 

Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 

Metal refining and products 

Machinery and general engineering .. 

Meat and fish processing 

Other food and drink processing 

Sawmilling and wood products 

Preparation of skins and leather goods 
manufacturing AG 

Rubber goods manufacturing 

Other manufacturing 

Electricity and gas 

Water supply and sewerage 

Building construction and repairs 

Other construction works 

Road transport 

Other transport and eranage 

Commerce and finance 

Community and business services 

Amusement and personal services 

Other industries 


Total ae 

Primary peodaceion ee 

Metal refining and products, General 
engineering Ac 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing 

Meat and fish processing 

Jam making, fruit and vegetable 
canning .. 

Other food and drink reacese ig 

Printing, packaging, etc. manufacturing 

Other manufacturing 

Commerce and finance 

Health, hospitals, etc. 

Other community etc. services 

Hotels, boarding ee) a: 
etc. 

Amusement and personal services 

Other industries 


a Work injuries occurring in the remaining Statistical Divisions, for males and females respectively, were: 
Roma, 449 and 26; South-Western, 159 and 6; Central-Western, 376 and 11; Far-Western, 32 and 2; Peninsula, 
217 and 3; North-Western, 151 and 5. A total of 98 accidents occurred interstate, or were not classifiable. 


Table 14 - Occupational Diseases: Industry Group by Extent of Disability and 
Duration of Temporary Disability, 1971-72 


Extent of disability Duration of temporary disability 
i [bays Tost 
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Total 
Primary production + 
Mining and quarrying ay 
Cement, bricks, glass, etc. .. 
Metal refining and products 
Machinery and general engineering 
Meat and fish processing 

Other food and drink processing 
Sawmilling and wood products 
Preparation of skins and leather 
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rm IM oO CO WO Mm Co 
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goods manufacturing - - 1 

Rubber goods manufacturing a - 2 - | - 
Other manufacturing Pe - 2 5 4 3 
Electricity and gas on zZ 4 1 4 3 
Water supply and sewerage 3 d 2 | 3 
Building construction and repairs | Z 14 1 15 21 
Other construction works ae 14 6 19 14 22 
Road transport ae 2 2 - 3 8 
Other transport and storage .. 3 1 1 g 
Commerce and finance oe 2 2 12 1 10 15 
Community and business services 4 | 5 ~ 6 
Amusement and personal services 2 - 2 2 13 
Other industries .. ap 


Total A 

Primary production ae 

Metal refining and products, 
general engineering e 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing 

Meat and fish processing ; 

Jam making, fruit and vegetable 
canning cn Ae 

Other food and drink processing 

Printing, packaging, etc. manu- 
facturing 

Other manufacturing 

Commerce and finance 

Health, hospitals, etc. 

Other community etc. services 

Hotels, boarding houses, restaur- 
ants, etc, ac rc 

Amusement and personal services 

Other industries .. 


Table 15 - Occupational Diseases: Occupation Group by Nature of Disease, 1971-72 


Nature of disease 


Nervous system Skin and 
and sense subcutaneous 
tissue 


Eczema, 
dermat-| Other | 


Al] Infective and 


Occupation group dis- | Parasitic organs 


eases 
Deaf- | Other 


Other | ness incl. 
and ear] eye 


usculoske letal 


system and 
connective tissue 


Circulatory 


Males 


Total oe 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Salesmen ie ae 

Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 

Miners and quarrymen 

Road transport workers oe 


Electricians and related electri- 
cal workers oe ee 

Metal tradesmen, process workers 

Carpenters and other woodworking 
occupations 

Painters and decorators oe 

Bricklayers and other construction 
workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators te ne 

Waterside workers, freight handlers 

Labourers n.e.i. ae AG 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers ae 

Other occupations 


Total So 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Sales workers oe ‘e 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, etc. 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers 

Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Other production process workers 
NeCele Oe 

Packers, labellers, etc. 

Service industry and recreation 
workers 

Other occupations 


Table 16 - Work Injuries, Occupational Diseases, Journey and Recess Accidents by Industry Group, 1971-72 


Bie ; Accidents incurred |Accidents incurred 
Injuries incurred Occupational : : 
: : : on journey to during recess 
while working diseases 
or from work 


Industry group 


Total P 
Primary production ‘ds 
Mining and quarrying 

Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 

Metal refining and products 
Machinery and general engineering 


Meat and fish processing a 
Other food and drink processing 
Sawmilling and wood products 
Preparation of skins and leather 

goods manufacturing oe 
Rubber goods manufacturing 


Other manufacturing Oe 
Electricity and gas 

Water supply and sewerage 
Building construction, repairs 
Other construction works 


Road transport 
Other transport and storage 

Commerce and finance P 
Community and business services 
Amusement and personal services 
Other industries 


Total 

Primary production 

Metal refining and products, 
general engineering 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing ae 

Meat and fish processing 


Jam making, fruit and vegetable 
canning wa ws 
Other food and drink processing 
Printing, packaging, etc. mfng 
Other manufacturing 
Commerce and finance 


Health, hospitals, etc, 
Other community etc. services 
Hotels, boarding houses, restaur- 
ants, etc. os ee 
Amusement and personal -services 
Other industries 


